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Molly McGuire

From: Jamie Weinstein <jamielynnweinstein@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 1:22 PM
To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support for SJCC’s Comprehensive Plan Amendment and Rezone request

To the committee, 
 My name is Jamie Weinstein and I am a proud board member of the SJCC.  I am here to urge your support in amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SJCC property from single family to commercial. The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center — for over 55 years. My hope is it will be here for another 55 and beyond. While I don't have children currently, my dearest hope is to have a family one day and have a community and place like the SJCC to raise my kids, just as my parents raised me. All of my formative memories from childhood are at the J, from preschool, to after school gymnastics and musical theater, and of course, summer camp. It left such an imprint on my life that I returned in college to be a camp counselor, and now as an adult, it is a privilege to help shape the future of the organization as a board member. As I am sure you are aware, redeveloping our current physical structure is imperative to the longevity and prosperity of our organization. Our journey to redevelop our campus has been years in the making, and now, more than ever, our community needs the J. I am not a land-use expert, but I know for certain the J has always served the community as a gathering space, an activity center, a school, and as a place for reflection and community — it has never been in single family use. As such, the city should align the comprehensive plan and land use maps with the longstanding use of this property. More importantly, it will allow the J to continue to serve the Mercer Island community without hindrance. With that, I urge you to support amending the comprehensive plan to change the designation of the SJCC property from single family to commercial. 
 Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 Best, Jamie Weinstein 
 


